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PHILOSOPHY 335 - Moral Philosophy 
Winter 2017 

 
Class meets: Monday and Thursday 11:30 am-12:50 am  
Instructor: Prof. Colin Macleod 
Office: CLE B328 
Phone: 721-7521 
e-mail: cmacleod@uvic.ca 
Office Hours: Monday 1:00 pm –3:00 pm and by appointment 
 
Texts 
Immanuel Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals edited and translated by 
Allen W. Wood (Yale University Press 2002). 
Stephen Darwall (editor), Contractarianism/Contractualism (Blackwell Publishing 
2003). 
Some readings will be placed on reserve at the library or  A Companion to Ethics. 
http://ethics.sandiego.edu/ 
http://plato.stanford.edu/contents.html 
http://www.laits.utexas.edu/poltheory/cuws/ 
http://www.utilitarianism.com/index.htm 
 
Course Outline/Course Objective 
This course explores some of the most important and influential theories about the 
nature of morality that have been developed in the tradition of Western philosophy. 
Towards this end, we will study excerpts from some of the classic texts of Hobbes, 
Kant and Sidgwick as well as some important contemporary work in moral theory 
by John Rawls, Derek Parfit, David Gauthier and Thomas Scanlon. The objective of 
the course is to provide students with a sound understanding of the main problems 
in normative ethics and the different moral theories that have been developed in 
response to them. We devote special attention to the following broad theories: 
consequentialism (especially utilitarianism), Hobbesian contractarianism, 
contractualism, and Kantian theory. Although the course examines some classic 
texts in the history of philosophy, we will approach the material with an emphasis 
on the relevance of the material studied to contemporary moral philosophy. 
 
About Colin Macleod 
Colin Macleod B.A. (Queens), M.A. (Dalhousie), Ph.D. (Cornell) is a Professor of 
Philosophy and Law. He joined the Philosophy department at the University of 
Victoria in 1998. His research focuses on issues in contemporary moral, political and 
legal theory with a special focus on the following topics: (1) distributive justice and 
equality (2) children, families and justice and (3) democratic ethics. He is the author 
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of Have A Little Faith: Religion, Democracy and the American Public School  
(University of Chicago Press 2016) [co-written with Ben Justice]; Liberalism, Justice, 
and Markets: A Critique of Liberal Equality (OUP 1998) and coeditor with David 
Archard of The Moral and Political Status of Children (OUP 2002). His articles have 
appeared in journals such as The Chicago-Kent Law Review, Theory and Research in 
Education, Politics and Society, The Canadian Journal of Philosophy, The Canadian 
Journal for Law and Jurisprudence, Law and Philosophy, and Dialogue. He is an 
executive editor of the Canadian Journal of Philosophy. When he is not engaged in 
philosophical discussion and argument, he enjoys playing hockey and tennis and 
strumming his guitar while jamming with his musical friends. 
 
Formal Course Requirements 
Written work for the course consists of 1 term paper (approximately 3,000 words in 
length), 1 midterm exam, 1 final exam and (as many as) 10 quote and comment 
assignments. The term paper is worth 40% of the course grade, the midterm is 
worth 20% of the course grade, the final exam is worth 30% of the course grade and 
the quote and comment assignment is worth 10% of the course grade. 
 
Informal Course Expectations 
Although no grade is assigned for participation in class discussion or attendance, I 
expect students to attend class regularly and to participate actively in class 
discussion. You should feel free to pose questions and raise philosophical issues 
related to the material we are studying. I expect students to be attentive to and 
respectful of the perspectives of others in the class but this does not mean you 
should not voice disagreements with or raise criticisms about the philosophical 
views presented by members of the class. We can all learn a lot from lively 
exchanges of different points of view so I encourage voice your views in an open and 
thoughtful manner. You should expect to challenge the views of others and to have 
your views challenged by me and other members of the class. If there is material in 
the course that you find puzzling or difficult to understand please ask me about at 
an appropriate juncture in class or discuss your questions with me during my office 
hk me 
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this period will not receive any comments. After this grace period unexcused essays 
will not be accepted. For other information with regards to missing deadlines, etc. 
please see the UVic University Calendar.  
 
Grading System 
 

 
For information regarding N grades and DEF stats, please consult the Uvic calendar. 

Percentage Letter 
Grade 

Grade 
Point 

Grade Definition 

90-100 A+ 9 An A+, A, or A- is earned by work which is 
technically superior, shows mastery of the subject 
matter, and in the case of an A+ offers original 
insight and/or goes beyond course expectations. 
Normally achieved by a minority of students. 
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https://www.thelifeyoucansave.org/Videos
https://www.effectivealtruism.org/
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Week of March 6 – Kant’s Contemporary Legacy 
Shelly Kagan, ‘Kantian Consequentialism’ (in Wood text) 
John Rawls, excerpts from A Theory of Justice (in Darwall collection) 
 
Week of March 13 - Life without Morality: ‘Nasty, Brutish and Short’? 
Excerpt from Plato’s Republic, Book II from 357-368e (The Ring of Gyges available 
online)  
Hobbes, Leviathan Chapters I, V, VI, XIII (pp. 11-29 in Darwall collection) 
 
Week of March 20- Contemporary Hobbesian Contractarianism: Morality as 
Mutual Advantage 
Hobbes, Leviathan Chapters, XIV, XV, (pp. 29-48 in Darwall collection) 
David Gauthier,‘Why Contractarianism?’ (in Darwall collection) 
David Gauthier, Excerpt from Morals by Agreement (pp. 108-137 in Darwall 
collection) 
 
Week of March 27– Feminist Perspectives  
Samantha Brennan, ‘Recent Work in Feminist Ethics’ Ethics, Vol. 109, No. 4 (Jul., 
1999), pp. 858-893 (available online via UVic library)
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Quote and Comment Assignment Instructions 
Over the course of the term, you may complete as many as 10 quote and comment 
assignments. However, you may only submit ONE quote and comment in any given 
week of term. Your task is to identify an interesting passage in the assigned readings 
for the week and offer a clear, concise and thoughtful comment on the passage. 
Make sure you clearly identify the author and source of the passage you quote. In 
your remarks, provide a brief explanation of the issue raised in the cited passage 
and then provide a brief response – e.g., a criticism 




